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FORE NEWS AUGUST EDITION

Welcome to this months edition of “Fore News”, the evenings may be getting shorter but the action is as hectic as ever. In this edition, We salute Tom Mulvey and Teresa Keating on their respective Captain Prize victories. We review the Gents Inters valiant efforts at Dublin League glory and a preview of the forthcoming GAA Championships.   We also look back at last weeks Club Matchplay championships.

Club News:

Last Monday evening saw a Way’s N’ Means meeting take place following the 1st round matches in the Club Matchplay.Regretably but perhaps not surprisingly the crowd was quite small, but those who were there made plenty of meaningful contributions towards the Agenda. Some Items discussed were the dividing of Club Assets In the event of the club closing down; the need to amend the current code of ethics for Juveniles as placed within the Club constitution, fundraising within the club and the fencing beside the 16th hole. For those who couldn’t make it, you will hear lots more on these in the AGM.  

The Sean Tyre Matchplay postponed in June has been rescheduled to start on Tuesday August 27th. The initial reason for the postponement was due to the poor entry, so lets not have the club go through this ignominy again. Get those names in early.

The Paddy McQuaid Cup will also be played for after our Matchplay competitions have finished, September 02nd looks the most likely date, see notice boards for more details.

A Juvenile/Adult scramble will take place on August 24th. After last year’s success of these events, the Children Officer was keen to run another before the summer ends. The plan would be to finish the Saturday Competition at 3-00 and run the scramble from 4-00.

The Dublin team will play Kildare in a challenge match ahead of the National Inter county in September right here in Old County on Monday August 26th. So it provides with a great opportunity to see first hand the top Dubliners in action, so come along and bring your Arnotts jersey. 

A few of our members have been unwell through the month, thankfully some are back on the mend and playing again. Harry Butler and Phil Murphy, just to mention a few.

A Special thank you to Pat O’Byrne and Michael Quinn on the materials purchased and to Pat on the hard work in putting up the counter within the kitchen, it adds a tremendous amount to the appearance of the clubhouse. Thanks also to Agnes & Irene on the work carried out to clean out the committee room. 

The Captain nights went ahead in the GAA Club on Saturday August 10th. Despite a slow response from the members, numbers on the night were quite good. The band played a good mix of music and many of the members were getting “Jiggy” on the floor. The night will be remembered for Willie’s speech the longest in Club History ( only Joking!!) Congratulation to both captains and the social committee on a good nights entertainment, we hope they enjoy the remainder of their year. Special thanks to all those who donated prizes for the raffle on the night. Remember the next Social night will be the Supper Dance in Faughs on Saturday October 12th

Congratulations to George McGreal on more outside success, in edition to George making the Dublin team, he repeated his success of 2001 with victory at the Scratch Cup in Cloghue, his score of 138 gave him victory by one shot from Willie Buckley Junior.

Tom Doyle/ Ann Keane:

This year’s competition took place on the weekend of the 22nd July, the conditions weren’t especially easy but as with most Major championships within the club this year, the scoring was pretty good. The overall winner was Karl Maxwell; it was Karl’s third successive victory in the competition (not sure whether you can keep the trophy though Karl!). In the ladies event the Ann Keane, it was Elsie Kinsella who took the first prize, Congratulations to the two main winners and to the graded winners enclosed below.

TOM DOYLE CUP:
Winner: K.Maxwell

36 G    K.Bermingham                  36g(2) JP Bowes                             18G   J.Goddard   

36G    M.O’Donovan                     36g(2) T.Parsons                             18G  D.Bermingham

36G    F.Swaine                           36G(2) M.Quinn                                18G  T.Duggan

  

        ANNE KEANE CUP



       Winner: E.Kinsella 

        36 G A.Moore                                   18G  J.Kane


Leinster Inter County: GEORGE McGREAL

On Sunday 11th of August this event was held in Drogheda, with George McGreal representing Old County on the gents team along with captain David Hayden (Lucan), Philip Sweeney (Lucan),Junior Smith (RGSC), Paddy O'Connor (CYMC) and Derek Courtney (Glenville). 

It turned out to be a very disappointing day for the Dubs with them finding themselves well down the field after the scotch foursomes, 15 shots behind Louth who finished -30 for the first round. The singles saw the Dublin team struggle even more 

And they finished on a combined total of -38 well down the field. Louth continued their good form and took the honours finishing well clear of Meath. 

The Dublin women’s team had a lot better time of it; they took the title for the fourth year running finishing a shot clear of Kildare. 

The next outing for the Dublin team is a challenge match on Monday 26th of August against Kildare in Old County. Then its back up to Louth on the 31st of August for the National Inter-Counties in Seapoint. The Dublin ladies will be defending the crown they won in Rocklodge last September. The gents event follows on Sunday and hopefully the Dubs can bring home the crown.
Captains Prize:

This Years showpiece took place on the last weekend in July. Coming into the final day the jockeying for positions was as tight as always but in the end for the 5th straight year it was a junior who scooped the top prize. It was Tom Mulvey who won his 1st major Championship, it was sweet success for Tom who had missed out so narrowly just two weeks previously on the the Officers Prize. Dan Bermingham fresh from a win in the Tom Doyle was the runner up whilst Strokeplay Champion Kevin Bermingham won the 36 Gross Overall. Tom was unable to attend the Captain night as he was off signing lucrative sponsorship deals. The demand for the Captains Prizewinner has never been greater, we did try to do a satellite link up with Tom on the night, but alas his PR agents couldn’t fit us in, we fully understand Tom. 

In The ladies event, it was no surprise who took the top prize, Mrs Consistency this year and with prize money to match that of Tiger Woods it was Teresa Keating who extended her remarkable winning run this Summer, it is nice to see a player come into form after a lean period and Teresa is testimony to the fact if you play regularly enough, your game will eventually come good and you reap the rewards. The 36 Gross overall was won by Ann Moore . The Full list of winners is enclosed below. The club want to thank all our members for their support throughout the week long event and to the competitions committee who put in so much overtime, (I think it is double time Willie).   




Gents Captains Prize Winner: Tom Mulvey



                Runner up                        : Dan Bermingham




36 Gross Overall 
   : Kevin Bermingham

                  Senior  



Inter




Junior

36N         D.Redmond                      A.Bishop                                     S.Halpin

36G        G.McGreal                         S.McFaul                                     T.Duggan

18N       JP Bowes                           T.Carty                                        D.O’Gorman

Champions Chase:

Gents Chase ( as of 16/08/02)



                       Ladies Chase(16/08/02)

1/ Karl Maxwell    
           92pts *





1/  Ann Moore           79 Pts *

2/ JP Bowes           
           52pts






2/   Teresa Keating   65pts

3/ Kevin Bermingham     
50pts






3/   Maisie Reilly       40pts  

4/  George McGreall     
43pts






4/   Phyllis Davis       39pts

5/  David  Redmond        
42pts






5/   Harriett Pender   34pts                

6/  Dermot McGreal        
37pts     





6/   Deirdre Ivory       30pts    

7/  Michael Byrne               36pts






7/   Florrie o’Neill       30pts

8/ Tom Mulvey                   35pts






8/   Elsie Kinsella      25pts












      Muriel Harmon    25pts

* - Indicates have qualified for end of year Champions Chase Finale

The Champions Chase is well & truly in the home straight and Karl Maxwell has made a stern effort to ensure the last few weeks to ensure it will be just a fight for second spot. Karl’s victory in the Club Matchplay has built him up a massive 40 pts lead with just a few events yet. JP Bowes had a pretty good July but he needs to watch his shoulder as David Redmond and George McGreal are closing in on 2nd spot. 

In The Ladies, Ann Moore ensured that as August reaches the half way point both last years Number 1’s are in pole position. Ann’s victory in the Matchplay means she also has overtaken the long time leader Teresa Keating. Ann and Karls victory have secured their spots in the Champions Chase Finale on September 28th & 29th. The club is delighted to announce we have a sponsor for the two-day event. We will give you complete details in next months issue      

GAA Championships:

Its that time of the year when the Juniors get their chance to topple the Inters and Seniors. For Raw excitement the GAA is one of the most unpredictable competitions within the club and the results reflect it through the years. Only one Senior in the last 5 years has got their hands on the trophy. In 2001 John McClean rose from the ashes to take the title beating Alan Bishop in the final. In the Ladies event Alice Parsons defeated Ann Moore to take her first big title. The Records suggest defending champs haven’t been to successful in holding onto their crown, Alice & John will no doubt be out to prove them wrong. I won’t even begin to suggest any likely contenders as it is always near impossible to call, one thing is for sure, there is bound to be a good few eye catching results along the way. Enjoy the rollercoaster ride!!   

Dublin Leagues:

It’s been a long Summer for the club’s Inter team, their campaign begin in IGB on May 15th and last week the lads were In knockout action against the experienced and talented Glenville side. On the Tuesday the first leg took place in Old Bawn, the day started badly for JP Bowes whose club broke whilst practising during the day, however far from being affected John Paul put in a great performance on the night to secure 1.5 points for the team. The team took 2.5 from the doubles and after a shaky start in the singles, they clawed back superbly to snatch a 4.5 – 4.5 draw. 

The Second leg took place the following Friday in Old County and hopes were high that the lads could get the five points to book their place in the final. The night though started in disastrous fashion when Matt O’Donovan was struck by a ball in the head before the match began. Thankfully Matt was not seriously injured but he did have to go to the hospital for six stitches. The accident caused captain Dermot mcGreal to reshuffle the team bringing in John Brennan to replace the injured Matt. In spite of this John partnered Liam Comerford and they gelled well to secure victory on the last in the doubles.

2-1 ahead after the doubles the scene was set for victory but alas Glenville came roaring out of the traps and having established early leads, they held firm to win 4 of the opening five singles to snatch an unlikely victory. It was a tough pill for our lads to swallow but sometimes you have to accept things aren’t meant to be. The events in the lead up to both matches were ultimately to have a deciding affect on the outcome. Down but not disgraced out by the closest of margins against one of the best sides in the leagues.Credit to the team on a good performance in this years leagues.  

Leinster Juvenile Inter County:

The Dublin team were in action on the weekend of the 9th /10th August when they played along with five other teams at the Leinster Inter County in Navan. Just like in the Senior event, the Dublin team had a McGreal in the ranks, Gary was there representing his county. Alas the net result was similar to their senior counterparts as they finished well of the pace set by the host team, (God I feel like I’m copying the script from George’s article here). Meath won the event by 13 shots and Dublin sadly finished fifth out of the six team. This Weekend  the All Ireland inter County took place in Tullamore, and in the All Ireland Championships Luke Conway will be playing, we will bring you a report on this in the next edition    

Dublin Mixed Foursomes:

The teams listed below were in action in the Dublin Mixed on Sunday. This daylong event promises 36 holes of fun, tension and the unexpected. I’m sure some players will end up playing shots from places they have never been before and I’m also confident at least one, possibly more of our 10 entries will be in real contention for the main prizes. As usual there are members of the club who are giving up their precious time to lend a hand both in the lead up to this major and on the day itself, again without you we know the day would not be a success. So to our players, go out and make some waves, give us something to write about in the next edition.  

E.Kinsella  & D.Devine,   T.Keating & J.Whylie, F.O’Neill & P.Murphy,  P.Davis & T.Carty, 

H.Pender & P.Ryan, P.Downey & M.Reilly, I.Broe & C.Broe, M.Doyle & S.McFaul,  M.O’Rourke & C.O’Rourke, J.Prizeman & B.Prizeman,   Sub: K.Swaine & F.Swaine.     

Juvenile Section:

Okay so the juvenile season may be nearing its official end but I know Andy is keen the players get to compete as late as possible into the Winter Months. In the last month, the Juveniles had their open day on July 31st. The officer informs us the day was a great success, the lads played a scramble on the day and whilst to some it was a new experience, they all enjoyed it very much and are looking forward to the scramble with the adults on the 24th. Andy wishes to thank all the more experienced juveniles who were helpful and encouraged the new members on the open day. As I mentioned above  Luke Conway qualified for the National Strokeplay in Tullamore yesterday, Gary McGreal was also on Inter County Duty on Saturday. We will bring you news of both in the next edition. Last week saw the Juvenile Handicap Matchplay and there were 13 entrants to begin with, Luke Conway qualified to play Phil Murphy in the final. It was a very high quality final and in the end Philip’s experience proved too much for Luke as he took the crown. Philip has been tied up in his hurling this year but still found the time to come down and prove he is still one of the top juveniles. Next year will see a new champion as Philip enters the adult section, maybe he will be contesting for one of those titles in 2003.  Finally a special thanks to Alex Myles, Pat O’Byrne and most especially to Paul Pender on all the time they give to help the juveniles development, we know they appreciate it and so do we do, after all they are the future of the club so lets hold onto them. 

Club Matchplay:

It may have been put back a week but judging by the excellent weather & conditions, it all worked out well in the end. The Sixth Major of the year saw some brilliant P&P and some worthy winners. The Gents Senior started the week with a bang as Karl Maxwell clashed with Stephen Murray in the 1st round. Karl played superbly to beat Stephen on the 32nd. Karl form continued through the week as he booked his place in the final with 3 comfortable victories. In the bottom half, George McGreal the holder was favourite to progress but it was Paul Pender who threw a spanner in the works, Paul defeated George in the semi-final to set up an interesting final. The Final started well for Karl as he built up an early 5 shot lead but Paul clawed it back to be in contention come the second 18. The second 18 was very tight to begin with, but crucially Karl’s putter was in brilliant form and he took the title when Paul missed for 2 on the 33rd. in The Inters, it was Dermot McGreal who played Stephen McFaul. Both had enjoyed good wins through the week with Dermot seeing off Strokeplay champion John Brennan along the way. Dermot found his form first in the final and despite Stephen’s best efforts he found it hard to recover. Dermot eventually coming through on the 31st, in the Ladies “A”, Ann Moore went head to head with Harriett Pender, and Harriett raced out of the blocks establishing a commanding lead, but Ann fought back bravely to turn the match around and secure the title. In The Gents Junior, it was age & experience against youth & Adrian as Willie Connolly was up against the newest junior in David o’ German. Willie put in undoubtedly one of his best performances in a long time and David unsurprisingly found it impossible to live with, a barrage of two’s proved too much as Willie won in style. 

The ladies junior final saw last year’s Runner up go head to head with Maura Doyle. Muriel Harmon was to go one step further than last year when she won the title. All in all a great weeks P&P and nice to see a good crowd for the final. Congratulations to all the winners and everyone who took part.                

And Finally:

I want to personally thank George for the article he submitted for the Leinster Inter County, George was disappointment with both his & the team’s performance but like a pro he went down and wrote an honest article. The plan to have the people involved writing about their experiences hasn’t quite materialised .It is a source of great disappointment that people won’t put pen to paper and submit an article or two to make the newsletter a team affair. Secondly the last week of the match play has seen an unusually large number of walkovers through the week. Everyone knows sometimes circumstances occur when people are unable to turn up, but it really is common courtesy to let your opponent know if you won’t be around, there is a phone in the clubhouse ( 4651003) and people should try to use it and show their opponent a little respect, a little bit of thought at the time can make a whole lot of difference in the future. We have two more weeks of matchplay coming up so lets not leaving anyone standing on the night.  We have been putting together a few pictures for the web site so the next step is to get us an address, so stay tuned for more details. 

Next Month:
A Comprehensive review of the GAA and the Sean Tyre, a preview of the Old County open week and Scratch Cup. George will give us the box seat view from the All Ireland Inter County and we look ahead to the first Champions Chase Finale. 







