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Education is undergoing a paradigm shift on a scale not seen since the 

Renaissance and the invention of the printing press. We are in the 

midst of seeing education transform from a book-based system to an 

internet-based system with profound implications for every aspect of 

teaching and learning. (Mark Treadwell) 

To meet the demands of this new learning environment,  

St Tiernanõs has developed an ambitious Information and  

Communication Technology Plan: 

Provide each classroom with a data projector and PC with 

broadband internet access. Many subject departments are  

already equipped with these facilitiesñGeography, Modern  

Languages, Science, Business and Mathematics, History, RE, Art. 

.Provide students with as many access points for independent 

learning as is possible. Student Centred Learning and independ-

ent learning is the goal of every good school.  Our aim is to 

provide the maximum access for each student to the study and 

assessment resources available both in school and in the wider 

knowledge community 

Provide the facility for parents to access all relevant information 

through remote interactive access to student lessons, home-

work, student progress reports.  
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Dear Parents and Guardians 

The New Year is advancing rapidly and all 

our New Year resolutions are being tested 

by the ritual and routine of daily life.  Our 

students are meeting the challenges of mas-

tering new subject material on a daily basis 

and the demands of homework. At this mid 

year point  it can be demanding for young 

boys and girls to continue to maintain the 

excitement and enthusiasm of their return 

to school in September.  Our school is fo-

cussed on assisting all students to work steadily and diligently so that 

their learning is consistent and that when the inevitable pressures of 

public examinations arrive in late spring and early summer they will 

be well equipped to cope with any unavoidable stress.  To this end 

the school provides the following facilities:  

Supervised Evening 

Study in the library 

which is open to all 

students for two hours after school each evening, Monday through 

Thursday;  

A separate Homework Club, specially for First and Second Year 

Students for one hour on the same evenings:  

A Maths support programme after school on a drop in basis;  

A Homework Support Programme for fifth year students.     

The benefits of these supports were very evident in the recent pres-

entation of awards for academic excellence based on the Christmas 

Examinations.  Students participating in these programmes gained a 

very high proportion of the prizes. I would encourage all students to 

avail of these facilities.  With every good wish for the remainder of 

the year.                                                     Tim Geraghty, Principal  

OPENING OF THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 2008-09 

The religious service to open this academic year took place on Wednes-

day 17 September. The LCAII class under the guidance of Sr Eileen and 

Ms Redmond organised and participated in the service.  St Tiernanõs 

school choir, along with their teacher Ms Clifford, made it a very mean-

ingful and reflective liturgy. Our school was joined by the parish priest 

of Balally, Fr Dermot Lane, for the celebration. The superb performance 

of ô The Parable of the Gifts and Talentsõ by a number of our first year 

students left everyone reflecting upon the meaning of the story for their 

lives. 

EUROPEAN  SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION  AGM 

St Tiernanõs hosted the AGM of the 

European Schools Association in 

November.  We welcomed col-

leagues from eight countries across 

Europe.  As part of the AGM, train-

ing was provided in the use of the 

Moodle platform by the Education 

Department in Maynooth University. 

Nigel Metcalfe and Angela Rickard 

gave a very informative three hour 

workshop. This platform will form 

the main means of communication 

between the partner schools in the 

many projects that will be under-

taken in the next two years. Also as 

part of the activities organised, the 

group visited Belfast and got an  

excellent tour of all quarters of the 

city. This visit tied in with the overall 

theme of the ESA projects which is 

ôRemoving barriers through multi-

cultural educationõ. 

PRINCIPALôS ADDRESS  
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2008-2009 

PREFECTS 

 

E ach year the Science Department organises science based activities/investigations for Primary Schools in 

our local area.  The aim of this programme is to instil a sense of the investigative approach to the teach-

ing and learning of science in a school laboratory. 

Schools attend our programme over two consecutive Tuesday mornings for two weeks.  Year groups in-

volved are 4th and 5th classes.  The investigations include topics from all of the three sciences: biology,  

chemistry and physics.  Investigations include: 

The effect of increased temperature on the bounce height of a squash ball. 

The difference between plant and animal cells as seen through a light microscope. 

Factors to consider when making parachutes. 

The programme has already been a great success this year and we intend to deliver the same to 

other Primary Schools in the area over the coming year. 

 

Students thoroughly enjoyed the experience, as can be seen from 

the following excerpts from letters we received from the students 

of Our Lady of the Wayside School, Kilternan. 

 

òI enjoyed using the microscope and learning how to use it.  The 

squash ball was quite good too.  I never thought that heating a squash ball would make 

it bounce higheró  Isabelle Bailey 

 

òThank you very much for letting us come to St. Tiernanõs to learn about science.  You 

were very nice to us as you showed us how to do the experiments.  You explained it 

well to us and we had a great time.ó   

Glen Soragbar 

òWe all really enjoyed it.  It was so much fun.  We learned a lotó   

Joy Greene 

 

Our full Science module can now be seen on our science web site 

www.tiernanscience.ie.  

Our students can now access science lesson plans and are updated regularly on science events and news items. 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

ST T IERNANôS COMMUNITY SCHOOL PRIMARY SCHOOL SCIENCE INITIATIVE  

STUDENT  FEEDBACK  

http://www.tiernanscience.ie/
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STUDENT  PRESENTATION   TO  ST  V INCENT DE PAUL  

 

ADULT  EDUCATION   

PROGRAMME  

SPRING 2009 

FULL  DETAILS  ON  OUR  W EB-

SITE AT  WWW .TIERNANS .IE 

Accounting Technician 

Aerobics & Fitness 

Art  

Bridge 

Carpentry & Woodwork 

Computers 

Digital Photography 

Dublin County Choir 

ECDL (continued) 

First Aid 

Flower Arranging 

Golf 

Interior Design 

Italian, Spanish, French 

Maths for Jnr & Leaving Cert 

Patchwork & Quilting 

Pilates 

Pottery 

Public Speaking 

Salsa Dancing 

Small Business Tax &  

Accounts 

Tai-Chi, Tai Bo, Body Flow 

Web Design 

Woodturning 

World Cuisine 

Yoga 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul is 

Irelandõs best-known and most widely sup-

ported organisation of social concern and 

action.  Its central purpose is to see poverty 

and social exclusion eliminated wherever 

and however it occurs. 
 

The St Vincent de Paul Society is very close 

to our hearts here in St Tiernanõs Commu-

nity School and every Christmas our stu-

dents raise funds for the Society.   This year 

a grand total of û2,500 was raised and a 

presentation was made to representatives of 

the Sandyford Conference on behalf of all 

our fundraisers at our Christmas Carol Ser-

vice. 

Pictured on the right are Dave Duncan and Gay 

Kelly, Sandyford Conference of St Vincent de 

Paul being presented with a cheque for û2,500 

by Seamus Fox, St Tiernanõs student  

representative. 

In true St Tiernanõs tradition, the entire school body assem-

bled for our Annual Christmas Carol Service.  The pro-

gramme included carol singing, dancing, drumming and Na-

tivity drama. Congratulations to all who took part and to 

those involved in producing such an enjoyable event. 

  

C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L  S E R-

Drama Group Taking part in the Carol Service 

PAIRED  READING  

T he third 

year stu-

dents were 

involved in a 

paired read-

ing /card 

making pro-

gramme with 

the students from Queen of Angels and 

made beautiful Christmas cards; again we 

had great support from parents and 

grandparents who came to support the 

project . 

TY C OOKERY  COURSE 

Parents have been very actively involved 

in school life in St Tiernanõs. 

The Transition year students completed 

a healthy eating course which ran for six 

weeks. Parents were invited to come and 

cook with their sons and daughters. They 

learned about nutrition, menu planning 

and that healthy eating can mean deli-

cious meals. The course was very  

beneficial. 

MUSICAL  JOURNEYS  

The LCA2 and transition year  classes 

were involved in ô Musical Journeysõ a 

project based on the music from South 

America but also showing how tradi-

tional rhythms from all over the world 

have become part of modern music. Stu-

dents learned that music, like all aspects 

of culture can and does change over 

time, that change can be positive and 

enriching, and that diversity in all forms 

enriches those who embrace it.  Our 

first year students were treated to a per-

formance by the LCA2 and Transition 

Year students which was enjoyed by all. 

THE CASTLE  AND  S.A.Y. PROJECTS 

These youth projects take place in Sandy-

ford and Ballyogan and provide a great 

service to many of the students in St 

Tiernanõs.  Monthly meetings take place 

in the Parentsõ Room and we would like 

to thank the co-ordinators Shane Gately 

and Fiona OõShea for their ongoing sup-

port and for the great variety of activities 

that they provide. 

THE LOCAL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  

meeting is based in St Tiernanõs. The five 

local schools, resource centres and par-

ent representatives meet to discuss the 

educational and social needs of the local 

communities. If you would like to join us 

please contact Mary Fagan at 01-2061554  

HOME SCHOOL L IASION  
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The AIB òBuild a Bank Challengeó is an exciting opportunity for 

Transition Year students to run their own School Bank with 

the support of AIB.   In the competition the students are in-

volved in the setting up, running and day-to-day management of 

a bank in their school, including activities such as opening ac-

counts, taking lodgments, implementing a marketing plan, bal-

ancing the books and holding meetings.   

They then have the opportunity to be involved in all aspects of 

banking such as sourcing new customers to open AIB accounts 

through the School Bank, encouraging regular savings, and in-

vestigage new ways to bank such as Phone and Internet Bank-

ing. The Student Bank Team will also have responsibility for 

providing ongoing customer service and keeping accurate finan-

cial records - in fact, everything it takes to run a bank! 

 

All 

students who were successful in the interview process will be 

trained in their respective positions. 

This yearõs AIB òBuild a Bank Challengeó will culminate in each 

participating school competing at a Regional Final with other 

schools in their region in March 2009.  In addition, all partici-

pating students will receive an AIB Build a Bank Challenge cer-

tificate. 

SCHOOL BANK 

Ten students from Transition Year participated in a computer engineering 

workshop at Microsoft Ireland on February 11th in Leopardstown Business 

Park. This is just  the latest example of our schoolõs involvement with the 

company. 

Earlier this school year our Mentoring Programme for senior students was 

re-launched. There are over twenty  6th year students involved in the pro-

gramme and a further eighteen 5th year students got involved in the first 

term. 

As part of the programme, students from St. Tiernanõs meet with their 

Microsoft mentors each month to discuss their future plans for education 

and training. A number of social/sporting activities are also organised as 

part of the scheme. 

M ICROSOFT  L INKS  

 

In October, Mr Cooke, the schoolõs Guidance Counsellor, 

represented St Tiernanõs at a meeting in Florence. The meet-

ing was part of a European Schools study of  school leaversõ 

attitudes. Our involvement in the project is funded by Lear-

gas, the national agency in Ireland for promoting educational 

exchanges. 

Four other European schools were represented at the Flor-

ence meeting; the other teachers came from Portugal, Italy, 

Germany and Finland. 

The meeting heard the outcome of a survey of school leavers; 

two-thirds of our students think that St Tiernanõs does an 

excellent or good job in helping students to achieve their 

potential.  St Tiernanõs performed best of the 5 schools in 

preparing students for the future; 75% of our students believe 

that we do an excellent or good job in helping students to 

make decisions about their future. 

EUROPE AN  SCHOOLS  STUDY  

A 6th yr student with his Microsoft Mentor 

A New Virtual  Learning Environment  (contd from Page 1)  
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ART DEPARTMENT  

òGuess Who?ó 

PUMPKIN MAGIC  

(1ST YEARS) 

Sixth Year students on a visit to The Irish Museum of Modern Art, 

where they focused on the African work of Miguel Barceló, an interna-

tionally-renowned Spanish painter. They also experienced the work 

of Janaina Tschäpe , a German/Brazilian artist, her first solo exhibition 

in Ireland. 
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In October the LCA 1 class, as part of their General Education Task, spent three 

action-packed days in the picturesque village of Carlingford, Co. Louth. The trip was 

organized by the students, who raised the necessary funds by holding a raffle in the 

school .   They were accompanied by school staff and were accommodated in the 

Adventure Centre. 

During their stay students were introduced to many outdoor adventure pursuits, 

such as  kayaking, rock-climbing and abseiling.  The instructors at the Centre were 

excellent and ensured that the health and safety of the students was a priority.  They 

participated in a night forest walk on the first evening and the second night was 

spent on a Treasure Hunt around the medieval streets of Carlingford village. 

TRIP TO CARLINGFORD  ADVENTURE  CENTRE   

SEOMRA CAIDRIMH NUA  

Tá Seomra Caidrimh nua á bhunú sa scoil faoi 

láthair dóibh siúd atá ag iarraidh feabhas a 

chur ar a gcuid Gaeilge. Beidh sé ar siúl 

gach Aoine ag am lóin agus beidh deis ag 

na daltaí labhairt le múinteoirí agus daltaí 

eile atá líofa sa teanga. Tá mórliosta iar-

rataisí faighte ag na múinteoirí Ghaeilge cheanna féin uathu 

siúd atá suim acu freastal air.  Beidh ceol traidisiúnta curtha ar 

fáil ag an mbanna scoile agus cuirfear fáilte roimh gach aon 

dalta atá suim acu sa teanga nó i gcultúr na hÉireann teacht. Ní 

mór ach dul i dteagmháil le múinteoir Gaeilge ar bith sa scoil 

má tá suim a bheith páirteach ann. 

St. Tiernanõs Community School has set up a ôSeomra 

Caidrimhõ which will run every Friday at lunchtime. All stu-

dents who are interested in improving their spoken Irish are 

welcome to attend. 

Duaiseanna 

Tá a lán daltaí tar éis dearbháin a bhuachaint mar gheall ar an 

iarracht atá déanta acu i leith na Gaeilge. Comhghairdeachas 

leis na daltaí seo a leanas: 
 

Johnny Wall ,  Alan Fitzgerald,  Craig Byrne,  David Hickey 

Dylan Paisley,  Abed Benchenna 


